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the dynasty in which Rama was born, is a voluminous work,
sustaining its interest by the rhythm of language, delineation
of scenes and grandeur of conception and ending in showing
the tragedy consequent upon an unbalanced and an exclu-
sively pleasure-seeking life. There are other poems which
are masterpieces in the language, great in different ways, e.g.,
Bharavi's poetry for his elegance of meaning, Dandin's for
his lucidity, and Magha's for possessing many qualities.
The basic importance, then, of the ancient literatures of
India is due to the fundamentals underlying all of them,
consisting of Combining pleasure with the endeavour to raise
human character and to make the nation an outstanding
example of all good qualities such as valour, truth, ambition,
non-aggression and devotion to the highest principle, whether
a personal deity or an all-pervading force sustaining the world.